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Lifestyle in Retirement Compared With Expectations
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Housing Expenses in Retirement Compared With Expectations
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L IFE IN RE TIREMENT

The overall expectations for 
lifestyle in retirement were 
more likely to be met for  
married and never-married 
women retirees. Divorced and 
widowed retirees were most 
likely to rate their overall
lifestyle in retirement as
somewhat or much worse than 
expected.

E XPENSE S A ND SPENDING

Widowed women retirees  
were least likely to say  
that overall spending was in line  
with their expectations and  
most likely to say it was  
much lower than expected.

HOME S WEE T HOME

Housing expenses were more 
likely to meet expectations  
or be lower than expected  
for married women retirees 
than for unmarried retirees. 
Divorced women retirees  
stood out, saying that housing 
expenses were much higher 
than expected.
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Retirement Lifestyle and Spending: Women
Retirees’ Expectations vs. Realities

How does your overall lifestyle in retirement now compare to how you expected  
it to be before you retired?

 

Are your overall expenses and spending in retirement higher or lower than  
you expected?

Are your housing expenses in retirement higher or lower than you expected?
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