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RECENT FIN A NCI A L COMPA RISON

Families are progressively more 
likely to own a home or have a 
retirement plan as they age. 
However, in 2016, the middle 
age cohort — ages 40–51 — was 
more likely to carry debt than 
the older or younger cohorts.

FA MILY WE A LTH

Families have become poorer 
across age groups: the median 
net worth of families was less in 
2016 than it was for the same 
age groups in 2004. 

A SSE T S A ND L I A BIL IT IE S

Debt has grown across
age groups: the median
debt-to-asset ratios across each 
cohort were worse (values 
higher) in 2016 vs. those of the 
same age groups in 2004 and 
1992.

SOURCE: EBRI Issue Brief, Comparing the Financial Status of Generation X Families, June 27, 2019, No. 485.
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