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Never-Married  Expectation 

Reality

All 2.2 1.1 0.9 0.6 0.3

Married 2.2 1.1 0.9 0.6 0.3

Divorced 5.9 3.2 0.4 0.9 0.1

Never-Married 2.4 1.0 0.7 0.4 0
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SOURCE:  Craig Copeland, “Retirement Confidence Survey: Attitudes Toward Retirement by Women of Different Marital Statuses,” EBRI Issue Brief, no. 507 (Employee Benefit Research Institute,  
June 8, 2020).

AGE AT RE TIREMENT

Women of different marital 
statuses face a range of  
retirement challenges.  
One of these challenges is a  
disconnect between when 
women expect to retire and  
the reality of when they do. 

Divorced and never-married 
women workers were 
more likely to expect never  
to retire than married women 
workers.

RE V IE WING R ATIOS

Women underestimate how 
soon they will retire. Nearly six 
times as many divorced women 
were retired by age 60
compared with divorced
women workers who expect to 
be retired that early.

More than three times as many 
divorced women retired at ages 
60–62 as divorced women
workers expect to retire at 
those ages. This indicates a 
need to bridge the gap in
understanding between the
expected and likely retirement 
ages for this cohort of women.
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